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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This office action is responsive to the following communication: Application, filed 
06/05/2001; Amendment A, filed 06/05/2001. 

This action is made final. 

2. Claims 1-16 are pending in this application. Claims 1 and 5-7 are independent 
claims. 

3. The present title of this application is "Image Croppin and Synthesizing Method, 
and Imaging Apparatus" (as originally filed). 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ghislain 
Bossut etal., U.S. Patent Number 6,195,101, "Method and System for Image 
Templates", class 345/629, 02/27/2001 , filed 04/06/1998. 

As per independent claim 1 , a method of cropping and synthesizing an image on 
a screen comprising the steps of: (Ghislain Bossut discloses image cropping, col. 2, 
lines 3-4; and image rendering, i.e. synthesizing, for display or print, col. 6, line 39) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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displaying a crop boundary with a reference point on an image to synthesize on said 
screen . . . said crop boundary having a corresponding shape to that of said frame of 
said selected template . . . variable in size . . . and centered on said reference point 
(Ghislain Bossut discloses importing a user-defined graphics edit, i.e. cropping, into a 
template, col. 3, lines 25-26; the user-defined graphics edit containing geometric 
parameters; i.e. points, lines, angles; to automate the positioning, col. 2, lines 65-67; a 
rectangular zone of interest, i.e. crop boundary; and a center matching method, col. 10, 
lines 40 - col. 11, line 8; see also figure 4) moving said crop boundary . . . enlarging or 
reducing said crop boundary of said reference point . . . ; (Ghislain Bossut discloses 
positioning, i.e. moving, an image relative to a cutout including the zone of interest and 
scaling and translating the image, col. 4, lines 24-30; and discloses the user modifying 
the positioning using tools in the user interface, col. 9, lines 58-60) cropping an image of 
said bounded area; (Ghislain Bossut discloses a significant portion of zone of interest 
constrained so the cutout remains within the image, col. 4, lines 24-36) and pasting said 
cropped image in said frame of said template . . . (Ghislain Bossut discloses glue 
properties for automatic positioning of the templates and images, col. 9, lines 29-49) 
With respect to dependent claim 2, said reference point is located inside said 
crop boundary at a constant position relative to said crop boundary. (Ghislain Bossut 
discloses the zone of interest is a rectangular zone of the image containing a feature 
that constitutes the real subject, col. 10, lines 12-19, and further discloses using 
geometric parameters; i.e. points, line, angles; to automate the position, col. 2, lines 65- 
67) 
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With respect to dependent claim 3, cropped image is automatically enlarged or 
reduced in accordance with the size of said frame of said selected template. (Ghislain 
Bossut discloses glue properties for automatic positioning of the templates and images, 
col. 9, lines 29-49) 

With respect to dependent claim 4, displaying reference lines inside said crop 
boundary, to define an internal zone within said crop boundary . . . and moving at least 
one of said reference lines on said screen through said operation device while keeping 
said reference point on said appropriate point . . . (Ghislain Bossut discloses 
automatically detecting the zone of interest and a cutout for the part of the picture which 
is visible and a transformation matrix to translate and scale the shape of the image, col. 
9, lines 20 -col. 10) 

As per independent claim 5, an image cropping method comprising the steps of: 
displaying an image on said screen; (Ghislain Bossut discloses in figures 1 and 4) 
displaying a crop boundary with a reference point on said image on said screen . . . crop 
boundary having an equal aspect ratio to that of said designated frame size . . . 
(Ghislain Bossut discloses positioning an image relative to a cutout without changing 
the aspect ratio of the image, including the zone of interest, i.e. crop boundary, col. 4, 
lines 24-30) moving said crop boundary on said screen through an operation device, to 
place a predetermined reference point of said crop boundary . . . enlarging or reducing 
said crop boundary about said reference point . . . (Ghislain Bossut discloses 
positioning, i.e. moving, an image relative to a cutout including the zone of interest and 
scaling and translating the image, col. 4, lines 24-30; and discloses the user modifying 
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the positioning using tools in the user interface, col. 9, lines 58-60) and enlarging or 
reducing said cropped image in accordance with said frame size. (Ghislain Bossut 
discloses re-centering and re-scaling the zone of interest to maximize the zone of 
interest through the cutout so the image frame surrounds the cutout, col. 10, lines 40- 
44) 

As per independent claim 6, an image cropping method comprising the steps of: 
displaying an image on said screen; (Ghislain Bossut discloses in figures 1 and 4) 
displaying a crop boundary with a reference point on said image on said screen . . . crop 
boundary having an equal aspect ratio to that of said designated frame size . . . and 
being centered . . . ; (Ghislain Bossut discloses positioning an image relative to a cutout 
without changing the aspect ratio of the image, including the zone of interest, i.e. crop 
boundary, col. 4, lines 24-30, and discloses a center matching method, col. 10, line 63- 
65) displaying reference lines inside said crop boundary, to define an internal zone 
within said crop boundary . . . ; (Ghislain Bossut discloses in figure 4 reference lines 
inside a zone of interest of an image to be cutout) moving said crop boundary together 
with said reference lines on said screen through an operation device . . . ; (Ghislain 
Bossut discloses the user-defined graphics edit containing geometric parameters; i.e. 
points, lines, angles; to automate the positioning, col. 2, lines 65-67; and the user 
modifying the positioning using tools in the user interface, col. 9, lines 58-60) moving at 
least one of said reference line on said screen through said operation device while 
keeping said reference point on said appropriate point of said image . . . ; (Ghislain 
Bossut discloses specifying a zone of interest in the placeholder image in the template 
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for the cutout of the image using user interface tools to place the subject in the 
placeholder cutout, col. 10, lines 17-31, and further discloses geometric parameters; i.e. 
points, lines, angles; to automate the positioning, col. 2, lines 65-67) enlarging or 
reducing said crop boundary about said reference point automatically . . . ; (Ghislain 
Bossut discloses translating and scaling the image so that the significant position of the 
zone of interest is within the cutout, col. 4, lines 27-30) cropping an image of an area of 
said image . . . and enlarging or reducing said cropped image . . . (Ghislain Bossut 
discloses translating and scaling the image so that the significant position of the zone of 
interest is within the cutout, col. 4, lines 27-30) 

As per independent claim 7 and dependent claim 8, they are rejected based 
upon similar rational as above independent claim 1 and dependent claim 4. 

With respect to dependent claim 9, display device displays samples of said 
different kinds of templates on said screen in a small size before one of said templates 
is selected. (Ghislain Bossut discloses cutouts for templates, col. 1 1 , lines 5-8, see also 
figure 4) 

With respect to dependent claim 10, display device displays a plurality of images 
in a small size on said screen, among which said image to synthesize may be selected 
from and is displayed in a large size after being selected. (Ghislain Bossut discloses in 
figures 1 and 4) 

With respect to dependent claim 1 1 , display device displays said synthesized 
image on said screen after said image synthesizing device completes pasting said 
cropped image in said frame of said template. (Ghislain Bossut discloses in figure 1) 
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With respect to dependent claim 12, an image input device for inputting image 
data, and a printer for printing out said synthesized image. (Ghislain Bossut discloses 
image rendering for display or print, col. 6, line 39) 

With respect to dependent claims 13-16, the appropriated area of said image 
corresponds to a region of interest selectable by a user. (Ghislain discloses the 
designer can specify a zone of interest in the image used in the template when 
designing the cutout of the image, col. 10, lines 16-20) 



Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Response to Arguments 



7. Applicant's arguments filed 08/07/2003 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Ghislain Bossut fails to disclose displaying a crop boundary 
with a reference point on an image to synthesize on a screen, upon selecting a template 
having at least a frame, the crop boundary having a corresponding shape to that of the 
frame, in particular, a crop boundary with a reference point. Ghislain discloses user- 
defined edit, i.e. crop; containing geometric parameters, i.e. point. Applicant argues that 
nothing in the reference teaches or suggests a crop boundary with a reference point. 
Geometry is defined as the mathematics of the properties, measurement, and 
relationships of points, lines, angles, surfaces, and solids, therefore it is inherent that 
geometric parameters would constitutes those parameters that define the mathematics 
of the properties, measurement, and relationships and include points, lines, angles, 
surfaces and solids. Furthermore, Ghislain discloses in order to render a desired 
portion of the image it is necessary to apply the equation at the points that correspond 
to the desired portion, col. 6, lines 61-67, therefore constituting a reference point. 

Applicant argues that Ghislain fails to disclose pasting the cropped image in the 
frame of the template after enlarging or reducing the cropped image. Ghislain discloses 
the user can make edits to the object and the edits are available to be applied to other 
templates, col. 7, lines 60-62, thus the application of the edited images does not imply 
substitution or repositioning. Ghislain discloses in the cited portion the glue properties 
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are used that in repositioning may be required to correctly place an image into a cutout 
originally designed for another image, however, if the image is not designed for another 
image the glue property is used to place a picture on a template. 

Applicant argues that Ghislain fails to disclose the reference point being located 
inside the crop boundary at a constant position relative to the crop boundary. Ghislain 
discloses a Delean system used to perform the image edits, and further disclose the 
system using image compositing for image layer and the FITS algorithm evaluates the 
FITS at selected grid point, therefore providing a reference point to perform geometric 
edits, such as rotation, scaling and deformation, col. 6. 

Applicant argues that Ghislain fails to disclose in the cited portion automatic 
reducing or enlarging of the cropped image in accordance with the size of the frame of 
the selected template. Ghislain discloses making the positioning of the images 
automatic and using a placeholder image to undergo modifications to fit the scaling and 
translation of the shape and using the modifications to position the primary image 
correctly. 

Applicant argues that Ghislain fails to disclose displaying a crop boundary with a 
reference point having an equal aspect ratio to that of the designated frame size and 
being variable in size while keeping the same aspect ratio to that of the designated 
frame size. The Applicant argues that the cited portion discloses the aspect ratio is not 
changed and the image is translated and scaled and it is clear that not all the zone of 
interest is within the cutout. Ghislain further discloses the positioning and scaling of the 
image within the cutout is determined in a way that the aspect ratio is preserved and the 
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zone of interest shows through the cutout and that the zone of interest can not be 
positioned or reduced in size beyond the point where the frame no longer encompass 
the cutout frame, col. 1 1 , lines 1-19, therefore the aspect ratio of the zone is the same 
as that of the frame. 

Applicant argues that Ghislain fails to disclose the reference point and the 
enlarging or reducing of the crop boundary about the reference point. Ghislain 
discloses a Delean system used to perform the image edits, and further disclose the 
system using image compositing for image layer and the FITS algorithm evaluates the 
FITS at selected grid point, therefore providing a reference point to perform geometric 
edits, such as rotation, scaling and deformation, col. 6. 

Lastly, Applicant argues that Ghislain fails to disclose the display device displays 
samples of different kinds of templates on a screen in a small size before one of the 
templates is selected. Ghislain discloses in figure 5, shown is three different templates 
in small size, which are editable and can be used with a image object and a background 
image object, col. 12, lines 6-9. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Motilewa A. Good-Johnson whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3939. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 AM - 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike Razavi can be reached on (703) 305-4713. The fax phone numbers 



• 
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for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9314 
for regular communications and (703) 872-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
0377. 



Motilewa A. Good- Johnson 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2672 



mgj 

February 10, 2004 




